19 June 2018

Ratification of Student Trustee Appointment

Union Council

Ratification of Student Trustee Appointment
Note from Fintan O'Connor, Deputy President (Welfare)
Council is asked to vote to ratify the appointment of two student trustees, the process for which was
followed in accordance with the constitution.
The standard of candidates was extremely high. All applicants were passionate, experienced, and
strongly believed in the Union’s values, particularly inclusivity. There were also a lot of applications –
we needed to shortlist the candidates, and held a full day of interviews to assess all of those
shortlisted. We are very grateful to all those who applied, and look forward to supporting them in
their excellent work in the future.

Trustees
“Trustees have overall control of a charity and are responsible for making sure it’s doing what it was
set up to do.” (gov.uk, https://www.gov.uk/guidance/charity-trustee-whats-involved) As a registered
charity, Imperial College Union’s highest governing body is its Board of Trustees. This board decides
the strategic direction and priorities of the Union.

Constitution - Appointment
The appointment of student trustees is outlined in section K, clause 48 of Imperial College Union’s
constitution (https://www.imperialcollegeunion.org/your-union/how-were-run/constitution-andregulations). It states:
Up to two Student Trustees shall be appointed by a simple majority vote of the Board of
Trustees, who will receive advice on the appointment from the Appointments and
Remuneration Committee, provided that the appointment of each Student Trustee is ratified
by a two thirds majority vote of the Union Council.

Process








Applications opened on May 22nd, and closed at 23:59 June 5th. The position was listed as a
news article on the Union website, and was advertised in the Union’s all-student email
newsletter on May 25th. All council members were notified by email on May 23rd.
Applicants were asked to submit a CV and cover letter
The interview panel shortlisted the applications, and invited the shortlist to interview
Interviews took place on June 13th. The interview panel consisted of:
o Alex Chippy Compton (Officer Trustee, member of Appointments and
Remunerations Committee)
o Fintan O’Connor (Officer Trustee, member of Appointments and Remunerations
Committee)
o Jill Finney (External Trustee, Chair of the Board of Trustees)
o Jarlath O’Hara (Managing Director, Imperial College Union)
The interview panel advised the Appointments and Remunerations (A&R) Committee. The
A&R committee consists of:
o Alex Chippy Compton (Officer Trustee)
o Fintan O'Connor (Officer Trustee)
o Kate Owen (External Trustee, Chair)
o Eric Suen (Elected Student Trustee)
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Candidates were evaluated against the criteria listed on the news article, included in the appendix,
and as follows:
-

A current and continuing student of Imperial College London
Understanding of the issues affecting students in the UK and at Imperial College London,
particularly those with protected characteristics or under-represented groups at Imperial.
Awareness of the systems and structures in, and issues affecting, Higher Education
Understanding of, and passion for, the students’ union movement
The ability to challenge the status quo, test perceived wisdom and question authority
Strong communication skills with the ability to relate to and communicate effectively with
people at all levels
A leader on equality of opportunity who values diversity and removes barriers to equality
An excellent role model who promotes the highest standards of probity, integrity and
honesty

Ratification - Appointment
The Appointments and Remunerations Committee recommends the appointment of the following
two student trustees:



Hafiza Irshad
Madina Wane

Hafiza Irshad
Hafiza is a second year Biochemistry student. In her two years here, she has been highly involved in
multiple aspects of College and Union life, as well as in wider society. At the Union, she has acted as
vice chair for the Faith management group, an academic representative, and a news reporter for
Felix. Hafiza has worked extensively in student outreach, both individually, and with the College’s
Outreach department. Hafiza is the student representative on the societal engagement team, and
has challenged the College to be more ambitious with its Widening Access targets. She is passionate
about inclusivity, and representation of all underrepresented groups. She offers fresh perspective on
student issues, and how the Union can better engage with its members – particularly those who
have not been involved with the Union in the past.

Madina Wane
Madina is a PhD student in the Department of Life Sciences, studying Immunology. She began her
Bsc in Biochemistry here in 2012. Over the past six years, Madina has been an active member of
every aspect of Union and College Life, including in science communication and outreach, as a Chair
and a committee member of Imperial Cinema, and as a supervisor to undergraduate and master’s
students. She has an excellent understanding of student issues, and a strong commitment to the
Union’s value of inclusivity. She is excited to use her breadth of experience to the board to benefit
every member of the student community, regardless of level of study or background. In particular,
she looks forward to using her flair for communication to improve the Union’s communication, and
bridge gaps between the students’ union and its members.

Council is asked to vote to ratify the appointment of:
1. Hafiza Irshad as Appointed Student Trustee
2. Madina Wane as Appointed Student Trustee
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